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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, DECEMBER 1994

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Series updated since Lthe November 1994 issue are: Jabour
force, industriat disputes; heousing finance, building
approvals (including new trend data on the number of
dwelling units for all States/Territories and Australia),
price index of house building materials; average weekly
earnings; retail prices (rebased according to the Australian
and New Zealand Industrial Classification. As a result,
data is now published for industry groups and wvot for
individual retail industries}; and new motor vehicle
registrations.

Notahle movements in this issue include:

® Trend employment increased for both the ACT and
Australia by 0.2 per cent from October 1994. The
number of unemployed fell for Australia by
0.6 per cent to 814,200, while for the ACT, it rose
by 1.6 per cent to 12,600. In the same period the
participation rate increased for the ACT by
0.1 percentage point, while no change occurred
nationally.

® The ACT reported 79 working days lost per
thousand employees due to industriai disputes in
the year ending August 1994, which was below the
national figure of 83,

¢ Original estimates for all categories of housing
finance increased in September, with the exception
of finance for purchase of established dwellings,
which decreased by 4.1 per cent from August 1994,
The finance for construction of dwellings and for
purchase of new dwellings went up 48.8 per cent
and 4.0 per cent, respectively, resulting in an
overall increase in housing commitments by
3.7 per cent from the previous period. This is in
contrast to the trend figure for the same period,
which showed a fall of 3.2 per cent.

# The trend series for total dwellings approved for
Australia fevelled off in October 1994 at 16,844,
while for the ACT it showed a strong growth at
10.5 per cent from the previous month. This
represented the highest growth when compared
across all States/Territory, with the Northern

Territory coming in second at 6.5 per cent. (Please
note the original and trend estimates for lhe
number of dweiling units approved includes
dwelling units approved as part of alterations and
additions to existing buildings (including
conversions to dwelling units} and as part of the
construction of uon-residential building.)

The ACT price index for established houses fell by
1.1 per cent in the September quarter 1994, with a
lesser fafl of 0.8 per cent from September 1993,
Nationally, the index increased by 1.5 per cent in
the quarter and 4.8 per cent over the year.

The price index of house building materials for the
ACT remains below that of the weighted average
of the six capital cities, at the index point of 151.8
compared to 155.3. For the ACT this represented
an increase of 0.3 per cent comparexd to the national
increase of (.2 per cenl

Trend average weekly earnings for the August
quarler 1994 increased by 0.8 per cent from the
May quarter 1994 for the ACT, with the highest
increase in total earnings attributed to female
employees at 2.2 per cent. Trend total earnings for
male employees in the ACT increased by
0.2 per cent. Similarly, the national estimates for
female employees showed the most significant
increase with 1.4 per cent compared to 1.0 per cent
for males.

Trend estimates of (otal retail turnover increased
for the fourth consecutive month to $176.3 million
in October 1994, The main contributor to this
increase was household goods retailing (not
published in Business Indicators) with a
3.8 per cent growth from September 1994,
Hospitality and services declined by 1.8 per cent in
the same period.

In trend terms the number of new motor vehicles
registered for the ACT decreased by 0.3 per ceat
from the previous period, to 923 vehicles in
October 1994. In the same period there was a
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TABLE 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES,
. DECEMBER QUARTER 1994/SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1995
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE

(per cenl)
Australian
Capital
Period Territory Australia
Short-term
Sept. 1993-Dec. 1993 1.1 16
Dec. 1993-Mar. 1994 0.1 -14
Mar. 1994—June 1994 16 1.9
Tune 1994-Sept. 1994 1.3 1.9
Sept. 1994-Dec. 1994 3.8 2.3
Medium-term
Sepl. 1993-Sepl. 1994 1.5 29
Dec. 1993-Dec. 1994 2.7 3.1
Mar, 1994 Mar. 1995 3R 39
June 1994-Jume 1995 6.2 33
Sept. 1994 Sepr. 1995 23 4.1

TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, DECEMBER 1994

Australian Capifal Territory

Australia

Change from Change from

Change from Change from

previous  same period previous  same period
Latest period previous year Latest period previous vear
Indicator {nit figure (%) {6} figure (%) (%}
POPULATION, YITAL AND LABOUR
POPULATION, March qtr 94 ‘000 300.3 3 06 17 B03.3 0.3 1.0
Matural increase no. 820 5.8 - 136 34 033 a1 -84
Net migration ne. 54 - 1103 - 96.9 22 528 4464 22.8
Total increase e 874 246.8 - 67.6 57 461 5517 1.7
[LABOUR FORCE. November 94p
Original senes
Employved ‘000 157.0 27 27 8 025.1 il 33
Unemployed 0 99 -21.4 - 6.6 764.2 14 - 145
Unemployment rateda) 2 39 -17 -6 87 N -156
Participation ratefa) % 729 0.6 0.5 2R _ - 0.2
Long-term uremployed (Oct. 94) no. 2 245 16.2 -37 278 968 -4.9 -15.5
Long-term uncmployed as percentage total
unemployed (Oct, 94)(a} 7 178 -49 -29 370 1.7 04
Trend series
Employed (XN} 155.2 0.2 1.4 80256 0.2 34
Unemployed ‘000 126 1.6 — 814.2 -0.6 -138
Unemployment rate(a) % 75 01 -1 92 -0 -1.7
Participation ratefa) % 732 0.1 -0.2 631 — 0.2
JOB VACANCIES, Aungust gt 94 000 24 26.3 71.4 68.7 91 757
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS. August 94
Warking days lost 00 - - 100.0 — 372 19 - 48.6
Days lost per '000 employees (year ended Aug. 94) no. 79 1.3 8875 83 6.7 -55.9
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
HOUSING IINANCE, September 94
Secnred commitments to individuals for
Original series
Construction of dwellings Sm 2.5 48.8 16.8 T19.0 - 6.6 5.0
Purchase of new dwellings $m 207 4.0 0.7 215.6 - 6.0 17.9
Purchase of established dwellings Sm 53.4 -4 - 10.6 27835 -74 -85
Totaf housing commitments Sm 94.4 37 -74 3 7I8.2 -7.2 4.9
Seasonally adjusted scries
Toral housing commitments $m 959 158 -1 3 853.0 8.8 6.4
Trend series
Totaf housing commimments Sm 93.0 -12 -29 37805 27 15
BUILDING AFPROVALS, October 94
Original series
Dwelling units no. 421 59.5 79.1 5 597 -14.6 4.3
Value of new residential $m 431 67.1 8§19 1 3482 -151 11.4
Value of residential alterations and additions 5m 70 -~ 114 16.7 248.0 -38 271.2
Value of non-residential fm (3 ] - 28.6 -2.5 R85.8 512 38.3
Vatue of rotal building $m 61.6 239 48.4 2 482.0 29 214
Trend series
Dwelling units no. 348 10.5 - I6 844 — 9.3
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, June gtr 94
New houses no. 360 -30 ~37.5 33632 17.2 10.2
Value of houses commenced Sm 424 4.7 --33.9 31709 20.6 16.8
Value of non-residential building commenced $m 30.7 —68.3 -22.0 23223 29 20.8
Valwe of total commencerments $m 7385 —42.7 ~215 71712 129 8.1
PRICE INDEXES
Established house price index, ! =100.0) 1323 -1.1 -08 112.6 1.5 4.8
- - LY o L 1210 N2 7 1585 1 N 0



TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, DECEMBER 1994 — continued

Australian Capital Territory Australia
Change from Change from Change from Change from
previous  same period previous  same period
Latest period previous vear Latest period previous year
Indicaior Unit Sigure (%) (%} figure {%) (%)
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, Sept. qtr 94 {1989-90=100.0)
Food 112.3 0.8 23 1104 0] 15
Housing 99.7 0.4 -06 94.9 0.5 —
Transportation 119.6 1.5 23 in 1.6 34
Al groups 1i2.6 0.5 14 {119 0.6 1.9
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, August qtr 94
Original series
Males b 706.80 -10 5.5 631.80 1.1 22
Females $ 500.70 0.9 6.0 421.40 03 2.9
Toral persons b 601.20 -0.2 54 536.20 0.8 3.0
Trend series
Males $ 713.60 N2 53 633.80 1.0 2.5
Females $ 506.00 22 55 426.30 i4 4.0
Total persons § 606.60 0.8 48 539.90 14 4
RETAIL TURNOVER, October 94
Original serigs
Food retailing $m 70.2 5.6 52 36281 32 T4
Department slores $m 23.2 6.4 2.7 934.7 54 5.4
Hospitality and services $m 281 -1.1 -57 1 669.7 54 12.1
All other retailing $m 59.4 20 04 30014 3.2 6.3
Total $m i80.9 5.7 4.6 9 3239 38 7.7
Trend sefes
Food retailing im 67.6 1.5 48 36050 1.1 8.0
Department stores $m 237 0.4 44 950.0 1.2 7.2
Huospilatity and services $m 274 - L8 2.6 1 6255 1.0 123
All other retailing $m 376 1.9 29 31024 0.6 7.2
Total $m 176.3 io 38 02829 09 &4
TOURISM ANT} TRANSPORT
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GIJEST HOUSE
ACCOMMODATION, June qgtr 94
Original series
Room nights 000 199.2 -2.6 65 R 196.9 -1.9 6.4
Takings at current prices $m 17.2 -1.7 8.2 674.5 T 4.2 10.2
Takings at 1989-00) prices fm 15.7 — 9.0 580.7 - 0.6 8.5
Secasonally adjsted series
Room nights 000 207.0 -28 14.7 8 5585 0.5 6.5
Takings at current prices $m 17.3 -55 88 714.2 0.1 0.3
Takings at 1989.-90 prices $in 15.8 -3.7 9.7 611.9 29 8.5
Trend series
Room nights 00 209.5 -0.1 12.6 8 5973 1.0 72
Takings at current prices $m 17.7 -1.1 2.3 7201 12 11.5
Takings at 1989-0i} prices $m 16.1 — 5.9 6093 26 83
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS, October 94
Maotor vehicles no. 300 -16 -75 54 355 TR 21.6
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles no. 984 9.1 —-24 55 799 13.7 228
Trend motor vehicles no. 923 -03 -81 51927 04 12.8
INTERSTATE ROAD FREIGHT
MOVEMENT, June qtr 94
Originating '(¥}} tonnes 1029 124.7 133.9 4 663.2 33 6.1
Receiving 0N} tonnes 122.4 -34 -76 4 663.2 3.3 6.3
AGGREGATE INDICATORS
STATE ACCOUNTS, June gtr 94
Onginal series
Gross State prowluct al current prices $m 2289 4.5 54 107 566 47 6.0
State final demand at average [989-30 prices m 341 9.4 - 2.7 99 234 8.0 4.0
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1299 29 i1 66 237 36 4.8
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 265 22.7 - 26.0 17 102 12.0 89
Trend series
Gross Stale product at current prices $m 2 295 0.6 30 108 656 1.5 55
State final demand at average 1989 90 prices $m 2961 0.4 1.0 98 137 1.4 43
Private final conswmption expenditure $m 1318 - 0.4 3.0 67518 1.3 5.5
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 254 -1.2 -1435 16 895 26 9.5

{a) Change shown in terms of percentage points. (b)) ACT data 198687 = 100.00, Australia 1985-86 = 100.0.
Source: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0, 5242.0, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6201.0, 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, 8634.0, 8635.8, 8731.0, 8752.0, 9214.0, 9301.0.
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TABLE 3, ACT IN RELATION TO TIIE REST OF AUSTRALIA

Latest
Indicator Linit period NSW Vic. Qlid SA WA Tus. NT ACT Alst.
LABQUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) jLLY Nov. 94p 20805 19908 14610 648.7 806.53 194.3 822 [552 80256
Unemployment rate (trend) % Noy, 94p 8.8 1.1 9.1 in4 7.8 15.0 17 7.5 9.2
BUILDING APPROVALS
Drwelling units approved o, Oct. 94 4 609 3 189 4192 804 1 878 330 174 421 15 597
Pwelling units approved (trend) no. Oct. 94 5 399 2 537 4 442 971 2133 310 18§ 348 16 344
Yalue of non-residential
building approved $m Oct, 94 209.3 3473 2138 26.7 0.2 9.3 1.6 11.5 885.8
Valve of all buildings approved $m Oct. 94 740.8 702.8 593.2 94.9 22001 390 26.0 616 24824
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineering construction
waork done $m June gtr 94 | 264.5 703.0 TA8.3 197.3 469.2 Firi 53.5 42,1 35479
AVIERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-time adult ordinary time (lrend) % Aug. gir ¢ 64420 61990 58560 60360 61990 501.80 63700 720200 62320
RETAITI. TRADE -
Retail turnover {trend) m Ocrt. 94 32671 21438 | TiRO 695.7 947.6 2315 1113.0 1763 928248
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied {trend) 000 June qir 94 28918 13563 23429 472.0 791.0 267.9 266.0 2095 85973
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend no. Oct. 94 19100 1191 9 475 3334 5 277 1 278 549 923 51 927
Syd. Melb. Bris. Adel. Perth Hobat  Darwin Canberra Anst.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
(1989.-90=100.0)
Food Sept. gtr 94 tnz2 [08.6 in.? 114.5 1.6 1139 112.8 112.3 Liir4
Housing Sept. qir 94 96.8 92.7 101.1 924 835 48 105.3 99.7 94.9
Transportation Sept. qtr 94 1153 1184 1158 119.6 117.9 1139 1149 119.6 117.0
All Groups Sepl. gtr 94 111.0 1122 1125 1149 1101 1133 113.0 1126 119
Averape retail prices (cents}
Milk, carton, supermarket sales 1 litre Sept. qir 94 104.0 106.0 7.0 1051.0 105.0 3.0 94.0 199.0 n..
firead, white loaf. sliced,
supermarket sales 680 g Sept. gtr 94 163.0 154.0 145.0 125.0 139.0 600 170.0 1650 n.a.
Beel, rump sleak 1 kg Sept. qir 34} 3570 t1010 11470 11800 10570 10758 12870 11050 na.
Chicken, frozen I kg Sept. qir 34 2750 335.0 271.0 325.0 3160 335.0 358.0 253.0 n.a.
Potatoes I kg Sept. gqir 94 68.0 70.0 76.0 60.0 115.0 7000 85.0 730 n.a.
Coffec, instant 150 g jar Sept. que 94 314.0 503.0 407.0 512.0 4690 499.0 5560 439.0 na
Scotch nip, public bar 30 ml Sept. qr 94 2970 254.0 2370 KIRNE 156.0 209.0 285.0 268.0 na.
Private motoring - - petrol,
leaded 1 litre Sept. gqtr 94 70.1 700 2.2 71.5 71.3 76.3 AR 735 na
Private motoring —— petrol,
unieaded 1 litre Sept. qtr 94 684 683 60.5 69.7 65.8 74.7 733 7.9 na.
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TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Latest
Indicator period NSW Vic. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) Nov. %dp 02 — 03 —_ 0.3 -1 1.6 02 02
Unemployment rale (trend){a) Nov. 94p -1 -1 - — -l 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
RUMDING APPROVALS
Dwelling units approved Oct. 94 —-258 16.7 -163 -25.1 -232 48 -16.7 595 - 146
Bwelling units approved (trend}) Oct. 94 0.2 09 -24 -t3 - 10 -03 6.5 10.5 —
Value of non-residential
building approved Oct. 94 L0 190.6 874 -19.3 -27 19.2 949 -28.6 57.2
Value of all buildings approved Oct. 94 ~-19.5 65.6 4.7 -24.1 - 14.9 6.3 - 6.5 239 29
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineering construction
work done Tune gur 94 16.2 145 248 R4 6.3 26.3 25.6 6.0 15.8
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-time adult ardinary time (trend) Ang. gtr 94 1.5 1.t 0n.s 0.6 1.0 6.1 0.4 09 1.l
RETAIL TRADE
Retail turmover (trend) Oct. 84 07 1.2 1.0 12 08 DA 2.1 1.0 ng
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights oecupied (trend) June gtr 94 0.4 1.8 0.8 - 36 30 -2.9 - 01 1.0
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend Oct. 94 1.3 16 -22 - 0.6 0.2 1.1 -0.2 -0.3 0.4
Syd. Melb. Bris. Adet. Perth Hobart  Darwin Canberra Aust.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
{(1983-90=100.0)
Food Sept. gir 94 07 0.6 .5 1.3 1.5 1.5 -0.3 OR 08
Housing Sept. qtr 94 09 03 04 05 0.8 0.6 0.8 04 05
Transportation Sept. gtr 94 23 08 1.8 0.9 1.6 1.0 09 1.5 1.6
Al Groups Sept. qir 94 0% 02 0.9 04 09 038 0.5 0.5 0.6
Average relail prices (cents) -
Milk. carton, supermarket sales Sept. qtr 94 20 1.9 LY 4.1 1.0 4.5 — 3.8 fn.d.
Bread, white loaf, sliced,
supertnarket sales Sept. gtr 94 -1.8 0.7 -07 -08 12.1 39 1.2 -1.2 n.a.
Beef, rump steak Sept. gtr 94 -20 08k -0 1.4 0.8 -20 33 31 n.a.
Chicken, frozen Sept. gtr 94 - 6.8 3.7 -1L1 -1z - L6 -15 — -93 na
Polaloes Sept. qtr 93 - 8.1 .- 4.1 - 4.8 162 - 9.1 4.9 15.9 na.
Coffee, instant Sept. gtr 92 —16.7 17.5 4.1 333 16.7 25 18.6 1.6 n.a.
Scotch nip, public har Sept. gtr 94 1.7 — — -0.6 =25 — 1.8 0.8 n.a.
Private motoring — petrol. leaded Sept. gtr 94 20 -03 0.6 1.1 29 1.5 1.5 22 n.a.
Private motoring --- petrol, unleaded Sept. gtr 94 1.0 -1.3 -035 0.1 22 04 07 14 n.a.

{a} Change shown in terms of percentage points.

Note: Figures in the above tables are either preliminary, finu! or revised to previously published Tigures. Users should cheek the latest relevant poblication or with ABS Information

Services if the status of the sratistic is important. Symbols used in this publication: — nil or rounded to zero; n.a. - not available; p - preliminary data; n.p. — not available for
publication.
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